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DIALOGUE - ITALIAN

MAIN
Melissa: Hai maivisto il Palio di Siena?
Alessio: Non ho mai potuto vedere il Palio, di solito ad agosto vado al mare.

Melissa: La guida dice che & una festa molto importante per la citta di Siena e i senesi la amano
molto.

Alessio: Verissimo, comunque puoi vedere il Palio anche in TV.

Melissa: Ah bene, forse & meglio, perché la citta diventa molto affollata.
Alessio: Affollata?! Diventa come un fiume di persone!

Melissa: Queste feste medievali sono proprio interessanti.

Alessio: AFirenze noi abbiamo il calcio storico fiorentino.

Melissa: Si, I'ho visto, ma e troppo violento!

ENGLISH
Melissa: Have you ever seen the Palio of Siena?
Alessio: I've never been able to see the Palio; in August I usually go to the seaside.

Melissa: The guidebook says it is a very important festival for the city of Siena, and Siena's people
love it a lot.

Alessio: Very true; by the way, you can see the Palio on TV as well.

Melissa: Oh, good, maybe it's better because the city becomes very crowded.
Alessio: Crowded? It becomes like a river of people!

Melissa: These medieval festivals are really interesting.

Alessio: In Florence, we have the historical Florentine football.

Melissa: Yes, Isaw it, butit's too violent!

VOCABULARY



Italian English Class Gender
affollare to crowd, to fill verb

meglio better adjective, adverb

troppo too much adverb and adjective

agosto August noun masculine
diventare to become, develop into, turn verb masculine
senese of Siena adjective masculine
violento violent adjective masculine
fiume river noun masculine
affollato crowded adjective masculine
SAMPLE SENTENCES

Stanno affollando le strade.

"They're crowding the streets."

E' meglio cosi.

"It's better this way."

Con la carne € meglio vino rosso o bianco?

"With meat, is red or white wine better?"

Meglio di niente.

"Better than nothing."

Vorrei una birra ma non troppo fredda.

"T'd like a beer but not too cold."

Non dovresti bere troppo vino.

"You shouldn’'t drink too much wine."

Ho bevuto troppo.

"ITdrank too much."

caldo giorno d'agosto

hot August day

Napoleone Bonaparte nacque il 15 agosto 1769.

Napoleon Bonaparte was born on August 15th,

17609.

La scuola é chiusa in agosto.

The school is closed in August.

In agosto le citta italiane sembrano deserte.

"In August, Italian cities look deserted."

Il diciannove agosto.

"The nineteenth of August."

Un giorno spero di diventare come mia madre.

"One day I hope to become like my mother."

L'argomento diventa interessante.

"The topic is becoming interesting."

Il Palio & una tradizione tipica senese.

"The Palio is a typical tradition of Siena."

Odio le persone violente!

"I hate violent people!"

L'orso sta correndo nel fiume.

The brown bear is running in the river.

Il fiume fluente ha creato il canyon.

The flowing river created the canyon.




fiume tortuoso Il fiume piu grande d'Italia € il Po.

winding river "The biggest river in Italia is Po."

Il fiume piu grande d'Italia é il Po. E' ancora piu difficile guidare su strade affollate.

"The biggest river of Italy is the Po." Crowded streets make it more difficult to drive.

strade affollate Durante i giorni sereni, la spiaggia € molto
affollata.

crowded streets

On sunny days, the beach is very crowded.

Questo ristorante e affollato.

"This restaurant is crowded."

GRAMMAR

The Focus of This Lesson Is on the Modal Verb Potere("To Be Able to," "Can").
Verissimo, comunque puoi vedere il Palio anche in TV.
"Very true; by the way, you can watch the Palio on TV as well."

In Italian, we have three modal verbs: potere ("to be able to," "can"), volere ("to want," "to wish"), and
dovere ("to have to," "must"). We use these verbs to give additional information about the main verb,
and they indicate respectively the possibility, the will, or the necessity to do a determinate action. These
verbs are followed by an infinitive verb without any linking preposition and are irregular.

In the "present indicative tense," the presente indicativo, potere means "to be able to" or "can."
For Example:

1. Posso parlarti?
"May I (can ) talk to you?"
2. Puoi aprire questa bottiglia?
"Can you (are you able to) open this bottle?"
In the "present perfect tense," the passato prossimo, potere means "to be able to" or "to succeed."
For Example:
1. Non ho potuto finire i compiti.
"I could not finish my homework."
2. Finalmente ho potuto vedere questo nuovo film.

"Iwas finally able to see this new movie."

Potere("to be able to," "can") at the present indicative



Italian "English

io posso "I can"

tu puoi "you can"
lui/lei puo "he/she/it can"
noi possiamo "we can"

voi potete "you can"

loro possono "they can"

Please note that in order to form the passato prossimo tense and other compound verbs, the past
participle for this verb is potuto and the auxiliary verb is avere ("to have") except when followed by those
verbs that express movement such as andare ("to go"), venire ("to come"), salire("to get on"), scendere
("to get off"), and so forth. In these cases, we use the auxiliary verb essere ("to be").



